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TRINITY/ Ak

Dear Friends in Christ,

January 2012

I want to thank all of you for the wonderful celebration you shared with me on
December 18 as | renewed my vows on the 25" anniversary of my ordination to the
priesthood.

It was particularly meaningful for me to share the day with some of the people who
have been so influential in shaping my life as a Christian and in my role as a pastor of
God’s people. Fr. Hank Folsom, who is now 85 years old, and who read the gospel at
the anniversary service, was very influential in leading both me and my wife to make a
commitment to Jesus Christ when we were 26 years old. He sponsored me for
seminary and raised a very significant portion of the financial support for my tuition in
seminary. He also preached at my ordination service. Fr. Howard was my mentor
here at Trinity as | began my ordained ministry after graduating from seminary. |
learned from him many practical lessons about pastoral leaderships which | remember
and continue to practice to this day. Bishop Josiah, who has been a friend and mentor
to me for the past twelve years as | have learned so much from our Christian brothers
and sisters who live and demonstrate a heroic faith in the face of great persecution in
Nigeria.

I also want to thank Mary Rose, the members of the various adult and children’s
choirs and the Contemporary Worship Team for leading us in a beautiful and uplifting
service of celebration. | had hoped that this service would be a joyful “family
reunion” service which incorporated all of our various worship and music styles. It
was everything | had hoped it would be, and more. And | want to thank all those who
helped organize the lunch celebration after the service and Philippa Mylander who
made one of her special creation cakes just for this occasion. It was a wonderful time
of fellowship.

Finally, I want to thank all of you who came and joined the celebration. The Church
was filled to overflowing and it was wonderful to see our whole parish family
together. Thank you all for the many cards and letters of appreciation for my years of
ministry here. These letters mean more than any of you can ever imagine. | have
them all in a special place and I will re-read them from time to time. 1 spent the first
18 years of my adult life in the construction business. One of the great things about
construction work is tangible results. At the end of a day, you can point to a house
and building, a beautiful stone fireplace or a a stone wall and say “Today, |
accomplished something. I built that”. In parish ministry, tangible results are few and
far between. It is not always easy to see what difference you have made. The cards
and letters you sent are a tangible reminder of some of the ways that God has used me
to have some effect on the lives of others. That is a great encouragement. Thank you
all for affording me the great privilege of serving here at Trinity as your pastor. | love
this parish and I love all of you. Thank you all for making it so easy to love you.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Fr. Tom
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JANUARY 11TH

FOR ALL ARTICLES FOR THE
FEBRUARY TRINITY TIMES

THANK YOU !

-

THE ANNUAL MEETING THIS YEAR WILL BE ON
SUNDAY, JANUARY 29TH
AFTER THE 10:30AM SERVICE
THEREFORE THE DEADLINE FOR
ANNUAL REPORTS IS

FRIDAY , JANUARY 13TH
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Unfreeze Your Mind, Warm Your Heart
and
Ignite Your Faith!

Session 1: Creation vs. Evolution / How Can | Choose?
Session 2: Is Harmony Between Science and Scripture Really Possible?

Session 3: What Do | Really Believe? (A Worldview Self-Assessment)

When: Saturday, January 21st (Snow Date: January 28th)
Where: Trinity Episcopal Church, Tariffville

Time: 8:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Speakers: Jane Martin and Chas DeSiena

Includes: Continental Breakfast and Pizza Lunch
Admission: Free!

Please Register: (for planning purposes only)

860-651-0201 or trinitychurch@trinitytariffville.org

Please join us and bring your questions !




COMING ON
JANUARY 23rd

HERE AT TRINITY

THE

PARENTING TEENAGERS COURSE

5 Evening Sessions  6:30-8:30 pm.
Starting Monday January 23rd, 2012

Dinneris included! \

Fee: $100.00 per couple, $50 for individuals
covers all meals and materials.

To All Parents:

Being a parent is one of the most important things we will do in our lives. It is also one of the
most challenging. This is especially true when our kids reach the teen years. This time can be
stressful for both parents and teens. In our own experience of raising teenagers, there were
times when we felt unprepared and confused and challenged. There were times when we
wished we had a place to ask questions and share concerns as well as our joys with others.

We are offering the ““Parenting Teenagers Course™ as a resource for all parents. We will offer
some basic practical advice, as well as provide a context for you to share with other parents.
Over the course of five evenings, we will watch a professionally produced video series and
share with other parents in small group discussion. We will serve a meal each

night as part of the program. If you are the parent of a teenager, or are soon to become one,
we hope you will join us.

Rev. Tom and Maryjane Furrer




Morning Prayer Sung Service
and Holy Communion
followed by the

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 8%
@ SUNDAY, JANUARY 29, 2012

Join us for a Service of Sung Morning Prayer at 10:30 am.
followed by a Pot Luck luncheon of sandwiches, salads & desserts
in the Parish Hall. After the luncheon we will have
our Annual Parish Business Meeting.

YEAR 2011 MINISTRY REPORTS FOR THE
ANNUAL MEETING DOCUMENT
must be received in the office
by Friday January 13th at the latest.
(e-mail to trinitychurch@trinitytariffville.org is the preferred method)

Last year's Annual Report contained reports
and articles from the following People and Ministries:

The Rector The Treasurer Welcome Ministry

The Senior Warden Stewardship Committee St. Margaret’s Altar Guild

The Junior Warden Trinity Outreach Commission  K.L.T. — Keep In Touch Ministry

Youth & Young Adult Lay Eucharistic Ministry Operation Christmas Child
Ministry Healing Commission Brotherhood of St. Andrew

Church School Prayer Shawl Ministry Landscape Committee

Music Ministry Trinity Counseling Center Trinity Library

Contemporary Worship  Spiritual Direction Ministry Kitchen Cleaning Team

If there are new ministries that you would like to have
included in the report this year, please contact the office at 860-651-0201.
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PLEASE READ!

Tariffille, Connecticnt

USING YOUR
For The Support Of My Parish
Amount §

N PLEDGE ENVELOPES CORRECTLY

We are a mission minded church and we receive donations for many different purposes.
Money for these different purposes goes into different accounts and sometimes to different
banks and we have no way to separate the payments. We ask that you follow the guidelines
listed below to be sure that your donations are recorded correctly.

PLEASE!:

1) Put only your Stewardship Pledge donation in your White Pledge
Envelope.

2) Donations for other causes must be made as separate checks made out to Trinity
Church with the purpose written in the memo section and placed in separate plain
envelopes with the purpose written on the envelope.

Do not use your white pledge envelopes for these donations.

3) Do not combine the dollar amounts for different donations into one check.. This
includes the Special Offering Envelopes in your box.

Following these procedures will enable us to credit all your contributions to the correct
accounts. If you have any questions please call Ellen or Phyllis
in the office at 860-651-0201.
Thank you in advance for your cooperation!

End of the Year Charitable
Tax Donation Statements

These statements will be mailed out to you in January.

B ER SRR

They are a complete record of all the contributions that you

| el Giving Statements made during 2011. Please look them over carefully to
be sure they are accurate and call the office at
I 860-651-0201 if you have any questions.



! b Our Lay Fucharistic Visitor Ministry
Fucharistic

RA Iasls ; What is a Eucharistic Visitor? An Eucharistic visitor is a person who

M misters represents the church by being a living reminder that the sick and infirm
are an integral part of the church community, which is the body of
Christ. One of the main sacramental expressions is bringing His body and blood, Christ's
gifts, to parishioners. The Eucharist is the work of the whole Christian community and the
Eucharistic visitors are the representatives for those who are unable to worship with their
congregation. A visit not only includes the Eucharist but discussions about recent church
activities, a bulletin and a devotional.

Trinity Church has had a Eucharistic Visitor Ministry for many years. Deacon Liz began its
reactivation and it continues to be revamped and to grow. At present Trinity has 9 Eucharistic
visitors. In October members were commissioned with a special blessing also informing
parishioners that this ministry is available in times of need. A special thank you to Fr. Jim
Gilmore for being our trainer and spiritual adviser.

This ministry is very special to the Eucharistic visitors and in no way usurps the clergy’s
ministry of visitation. The Eucharistic visitors are in agreement that they receive much more
from the visits than they bring. If you have any questions about this ministry, please call the
office. Sue Thomas

Thanhk You for
Your Help on the Listed below are the hard working souls who helped
with the November clean up. Everyone did a great job,
and Ty, Nicole's boy friend also helped. Special
kudos to Jeff Fournier and Dan Steinmetz who
brought trucks and trailers to haul fallen limbs up to
Maple Street and to Sam Paul who spent all morning
cutting wood with a chain saw and the afternoon pre-
paring food for St. Elizabeth's.

Thanks so vey much! Steve

Kathy Oakes Dan Steinmetz

Jim Karadimas Anthony Galici

Steve Parker George and Linda Lynch
Moe Lavallee Sue Clark

Nicole Dalto Troy McFarlane

David & Alex Stelly Chris Feeney

Janet & MacKenzie Gemme Jeff and Sayre Fournier
Sam Paul Dale, Chris & Julia Feeney

Lucian Cascio
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I want to express my sincerest thanks to everyone who donated so
generously to my students and fellow teachers at Wish Elementary School. | know that
your heartfelt response to such needs will be a witness to this community into the future.
Although my connection with the school has ended, Laird Mortimer has graciously offered
to deliver the remaining supplies and continue communication with the school Principal.

Your prayers upheld me through this ordeal and continue to do so now. | am deeply blessed
to be in such a faithful church family.

Thank you all ! Sharon Lillibridge

Operation Christmas

"Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these,
my brethren, you did it to me." Matthew 25:40,

Father Tom gave an eloquent sermon one Sunday on this message and spoke of how God wants us to
share what we have with those who have nothing. Well, friends, you did just that! | delivered 57
shoeboxes to  Operation Christmas Child from you, and the daughter of one of our congregants do-
nated 24 boxes in our name! Trinity Episcopal Church from tiny Tariffville, CT donated 81 boxes to
poor and needy children around the world! | know Christ is smiling, for we heard Him and re-
sponded with love and generosity.

Amidst an economic downturn, a severe power outage, and increasing demands on your personal fi-
nances, you gave from your hearts. Thank you, dear friends, and May God bless you with a very
healthy and fulfilling 2012! 1 will share pictures of the smiling recipients of the Operation Christmas
Child boxes when I receive them.

By the way, did you know that you can follow your box online? Next year, go to
www.samaritanspurse.com, connect to OCC, and follow the instructions. How wonderful it would
be to see where your shoebox went! However, it doesn't matter where it went, does it? It went to one
of the least of us, just as Christ wanted it to.

Thank you for your kindness and love for others. Elaine



Celebrating r. T om’s 25 th Ordination Anniversary

The St. Gregory and Contemporary Choirs
provided beautiful and spirit filled worship
music with Dan Moskey providing lively piano
accompaniment.

Allison, Caitlin and
Alice do a special
praise song before the
reading of the Gospel

Josiah delivers the sermon on how God the Most High can
accomplish the impossible, as He did with the Virgin Mary.

Fr. Howard gives a special
blessing for Trinity Parish.



Bishop Josiah leads Fr. Tom in the
Re-affirmation of his ordination vows

The whole

congregation sang a
prayerful

“Spirit of the Living God”
together to pray for

Fr. Tom and his
continuing service

to the Lord.

el

The service was followed by a reception in the Parish Hall. A special cake
made by Philippa Mylander was the main attraction. The Holy Bible was
(of course) the foundation of the cake and a replica of Fr. Tom’s book
“The Living Word of the Living God” was on top of that with a picture of
a jubilant Fr. Tom on the top!



Trinity's Technology Initiative: We're Gonna Let I/t Shine

0 /"\ As we enter into this season of Epiphany, we celebrate the Light
K\ ——@ of Christ, who came into the world for all people. Matthew 5:15
VW says: "Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a

bowl. Instead, they put it on its stand, and it gives light to
‘ everyone in the house."

Trinity is now firmly planted in the 21st century, using social media and technology to let the world
know about that first century baby, born in a manger, who is Jesus, the Christ, a savior for all times and
all places.

You might already be using social media: Facebook, Linked In, Twitter, YouTube, Tumblr, or you
might just be thinking about checking it out, or maybe you're doing everything you can to run away
from it. But the truth is, the virtual world is where people go to connect and explore, and amidst all the
terrible things available on the internet, it should not be a surprise that the Holy Spirit is at work there,
too. Trinity is using this technology to put the Light on the stand, and we invite you to be a part of it.

How can you connect with Trinity online? Start with the website --

Trinity's new website is up and running!

You can find us at the same address we've always had: www.trinitytariffville.org. The website is easy
to use and update, so what you find there today might be different than what you'll see next week. You
can get ministry info, get to know our wonderful clergy and staff, see music rehearsal schedules, learn
about church history, read the Trinity Times, view the calendar, and more, much more. Please go
check it out, and recommend it to your friends. The website is both a place to invite seekers, and a
place for parishioners to connect and stay informed. Visit often.

In addition to Trinity's website, you can connect with Trinity on Twitter @TrinityTville, on our
YouTube Channel (TrinityTariffville), and on Facebook (Trinity Church Tariffville). Join the
conversation.

We invite your questions, thoughts, comments, and ideas about the ways Trinity is using
technology. Please feel free to forward your thoughts to Carolyn Clement (carolynclement@comcast
or on Facebook). If you are a ministry leader with calendar items, announcements, pictures, video or
anything else you'd like to share, promote, or publicize, please forward that to Carolyn, too. We can
add new pages to the website easily and we would be delighted to include your ideas.

We are very grateful to David Cosgrove, who provided web services and got us up and running, and to
Hap Osborne, whose help was also invaluable.

Now, ""Go ye into the world [wide web], and make disciples of all the nations.**

Carolyn Clement



Trinity’s Counseling Center

The holiday season is busy, hectic and also wonderfull After the holidays
when the activities slow down, and if you are experiencing any relational
or personal problems, things may seem l[ike they are much move difficult.

If you or anyone you know would benefit from talking with a counselor
about these or any other issues, Trinity Counseling Center is open and there
are available times to schedule an appointment. You can contact the
Counseling Center by calling 860-651-3102 and leaving a confidential message
and someone will get back to you in a timely manner.

Mavryjane Furver LMFT
7 /rinity ¢ Jounseling ( _enter
hristian Help With:
Counseling Relationship Issues e Grief
) Depression e Addiction * Anxiety
Individuals Abuse e Anger Management

Families = Couples

® Explore the sacred

piritual in daily life
Direction
® Discover God’s presence
P O in ordinary experiences
Individuals Ry
Groups relationship with God
Our Counselors . . Our Spiritual Directors
Confidential =
" =,
...have Master's Degrees 860.651.3102 ...have certification
from accredited programs N, from accredited programs
...are licensed or license-eligible Flexible day and evening hours. ...participate in
...participate in supervision S e T e v 4 peer supervision
with licensed professionals but offer a sliding scale fee. ...participate in

o . ke 1 Payment is due at vd i
...participate in Continuing Education the end of each session. Continuing Education
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&3 OUR HEALING
2.7 MINISTRY

I love the Winter months. Even though the snow
and ice can be such a hassle to deal with, I love
the quiet that comes with a blanket of snow. The
crisp air and the bright stars in the winter night
sky are incredibly beautiful. 1 also am struck by
how the harshness of the weather forces us to
seek refuge indoors where we can be warm and
safe. Despite our cleverness as humans, we still
have to respond to the weather. Events are
cancelled, school gets called off, and schedules
are rearranged. This was deeply felt by all of us
during the unexpected snow and power outages
this Fall. There is so much we do not have
control over in our lives. Real storms and
figurative storms come and disrupt our good
plans. | love the image of Jesus calming the
rough seas. It is supernatural and beyond our
human capabilities to alter the weather. Much
like the weather, our lives can be very beautiful
and so painfully hard. We are designed to heal
and recover from all that is thrown our way
because God loves us. In the depths of winter, |
invite you to rest in the the one who can even
calm the seas.

Schedule of Healing Services

Every Thursday morning Healing Service
at 10:00 am in the Chapel

Anointing on the 1% Sunday
of every month at every service

To put someone on the prayer chain
call Sandy Cross 658-5772
or Pat Joy 653-6721

PRAYER.
SHAWL
MINISTRY

Just a reminder that there is yarn in the
Deacon’s office for those who wish to
make a shawl. Not only are shawls
available on the 1% Sunday of the month
but blessed shawls are in the basket in the
Deacon’s office, the rest of the time.

Blessings,
Pat

Pondering

“If in your heart you make
a manger for his birth,
then God will once again
become a child on earth.”

A Sibelius




Trinity’s Youth ¢
Young Adult Ministry

Youth Group

Happy New Year from the Youth Mihistry!

With the New Year comes many new things. In 2012 TTYG will be getting two new additions,
6" graders and Bible study. Starting with our Laser Tag event the Middle School Youth
Group is pleased to welcome all the 6™ graders! The MS youth group meets every Sunday from
4:30-6pm and is a fun way for students to learn, grow, and build lasting Christ centered
relationships.

A Bible study for all those in youth group will be held on Tuesday nights from 7 to 8pm
starting January 24th. We will be taking a deeper look at the Gospel of Mark and truly studying
the text every week. Anyone in youth group may join in on the fun, however we do ask that you
only attend if you are ready to go deeper in your faith and are looking to have a better
understanding of the word of God.

It’s not too early to begin to think about our summer mission trip. If you intend to join us for
the Hartford Project please let Nicole know so that we can make sure there are enough spots
for everyone.

Young Adult Bible Study

Young Adult Bible Study will be starting on Wednesday, January 25". We will be meeting
at Trinity in the Youth Room from 7-8:30pm. This group is geared towards both men and
women in their 20’s to mid 30’s. If you have any questions please contact Nicole at
Ndalto@trinitytariffville.org.

Vacation Bible School

VBS will be here before we know it. This year Trinity will be hosting VBS from Monday, July
23" through Friday, July 27™. We are currently in the process of getting our team assembled.
If you wish to help with VBS in any way please contact Nicole by email at
Ndalto@trinitytariffville.org.




Eternal God, you call your children together to live as one family;

Trinity Church Prayer Calendar: January 2012

give us grace to learn your ways and to do your will,

that we may work to increase justice and peace wherever we may be.

January 1

January 8

January 15

January 22

January 29

As we stand on the threshold of a new year, grant us a time of quiet reflection to think about
the year just ended, and look ahead with anticipation to the year ahead. Be with us, Lord,
through the ups and downs of this new year. “Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creation; the old has gone, the new has come.” 2 Corinthians 5: 17

Epiphany

O God, by the leading of a star you revealed your Son Jesus Christ to the gentiles; grant that
your church may be a light to the nations, so that the whole world may come to see the
splendor of your glory. “Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, ‘Where is the
one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to
worship him.” Matthew 2: 1-2

Martin Luther King Day
Be with us Lord as we reflect on the words of Micah, and of Martin Luther King Jr. How
can we bring more love and mercy and justice to this world we live in? ““He has showed
you, O man, what is good. And what does the law require of you? To act justly and to love
mercy and to walk humbly with your God.” Micah 6: 8
“I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of its
creed: "We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men are created equal.”

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Memphis April 3, 1968

In the quiet days of winter, give us grace O Lord to see past the cold to the beauty of the
world around us: the blanket of snow in our gardens, giving rest to the landscape as it
prepares for Spring: birds gathering at the feeder, brightening the landscape: In moments of
quiet contemplation, help us to be still and to hear your voice. “When | consider your
heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars... what is man that you are
mindful of him, the son of man that you care for him?”” Psalm 8: 3-5

Be with this parish community Lord, as we gather at our annual meeting to consider the
year just ended and look with anticipation to the year ahead. Grant to our leaders and vestry
the wisdom to consider prayerfully the decisions they will make to guide the people of
Trinity. Teach us in all things to seek first your honor and glory. Guide us to perceive what
is right, and grant us both the courage to pursue it and the grace to accomplish it, all in
Jesus’ precious name.



Storm Closing Announcements

If we need to cancel any programs due to bad weather:

If there is sufficient notice before the office closes we will leave a
message on our introductory Voice Mail.

or
Tune into Channel 3 WSFB

and watch for our announcement on the scrolling list at the bottom of the screen.

Tuesday:

Wednesday:

Thursday:

Saturday:

CALENDAR OF WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

7:45, 9:00, and 10:30 am. and 5:00 pm. Worship Services
Children’s Sunday School - 10:15 am.

Adult Sunday School - 10:15 am.

Meadowbrook Nursing Home Service - 1:30 pm.

Middle School Youth Group - 4:30 - 6:00 pm. Grades 6-8
Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group - 6:30 - 8:00 pm. Grades 9-12

Tuesday Morning Bible Study — 10:00 am.
Contemporary Choir Rehearsal - 7:00 pm.

Holy Communion - 7 am in the Chapel, followed by a Fellowship Breakfast
Training Choir: 5:15-6:00 pm.
Junior Choristers: 5:45 - 6:30 pm.

“BT” Choir— Teen and Senior Choristers 6:45 - 7:45 pm.

Men’s Bible Study - 7:00 pm. in the Library

Eucharist and Healing Service — 10:00 am.
St. Gregory Choir Rehearsal — 7-8 pm. Lessons & Carols practice 8-9

St. Elizabeth House Ministry — contact Evelyn Golden at 651-4911
AA Meetings - 6:30 -10:00 p.m.




MEETINGS AND EVENTS

1 No Youth Group
3 7:00 pm. Healing Ministry Meeting - Library
8 10:30 am. Benefit Service for Annie Testa
10:30 am. Children’s Chapel - Preschool, Kinder.,1st grade
14 TBA Youth Group Ice Skating Party
17 7:30 pm. Vestry Meeting
21 9am - 2pm Creation vs. Evolution Presentation
22 10:30 am. Children’s Chapel - 2nd, 3rd, 4th & 5th graders
23 6:30 -8:30 pm. Parenting Teenagers Course Begins
24 7-8pm. Youth Group Bible Study Begins
25 7 -8:30 pm. Young Adult Bible Study Begins

SUNDAY the 29th - Regular Services at 7:45& 9:00 am & 5:00 pm..

Sung Morning Prayer and Holy Communion
at 10:30 am. followed by a sandwich, salad and dessert Potluck luncheon
and our Annual Parish Business Meeting

Early February Dates

7th 7:00 pm. Healing Commission Meeting
11th at 7:00 pm. & 12th at 4:00 pm. Kateri Benefit Valentine Cabaret
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