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TRINITY 4k

December 2011

Dear Friends in Christ,

As we begin the Advent Season, | want to ask you all to do something
which is practically very difficult and deeply counter-cultural: let Advent
be a time of deepened personal prayer, repentance and rededication of
your life to Christ.

There is a wonderful saying: “Jesus is the Reason for the Season”.
Unfortunately, the season surrounding the celebration of his birth has
largely come to be focused on everything except Jesus. So | invite you all
to set aside daily family prayer time to focus on the birth of Jesus and his
presence in our lives and in our world.

Speaking of rededication, | have a personal date that | want to ask you in
helping me to celebrate. On December 17, 1986 | knelt at the bottom of
the chancel steps here at Trinity and was ordained a priest. That was 25
years ago. | am deeply grateful for the privilege of serving the Lord and
his people both here and at another parish for the past quarter century. I
am also particularly grateful for the ministry of this parish which gave me
such a warm welcome and good beginning in ministry as my first parish
after leaving seminary. And grateful that you welcomed me back when Fr.
Howard retired twelve years later.

Therefore, on Sunday, December 18, | want to celebrate my 25 years of
ordained ministry here in the same place it began. God-willing, Bishop
Josiah Fearon (from our partner diocese in Kaduna, Nigeria) will be here
to preach that day and to lead me in a renewal of my ordination vows. |
want to invite all of you to pray with me on this anniversary and to
celebrate afterwards.

To help us all celebrate together, we are combining all of our Sunday
morning services into one “Family Reunion” worship service at 10:00
AM, followed by a meal in the parish hall. Please join us for a time of
fellowship and parish community time.

Yours in Christ,

Fr. Tom
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The deadline for all articles for the January issue of the &

Trinity Times is December 11th. y@@
A

This year the Annual Meeting will be held on
Sunday January 29th after the 10:30 am. Service.

All ministry reports for the Annual Report will need to be e-mailed
to the office by Friday January 13th.

2/ Dear Trinity family,

(/l{ 1t’s hard to find the words to say how thankful we are for all of you.
€% We are truly blessed by our Trinity family, who loved and cared and
supported us in so many ways during Alex” unexpected surgery and recovery. We almost lost
count of the many prayers, cards, calls, visits and not least, yummy food!

Alex is starting to feel more like his old self, and we are thankful to God for his journey through

recovery.

Blessings and love to you all,
Alex and Sonia Bayne




Trinity Church in Tariffville
presents ...

Annual
Candlelight
Festival
of
Nine Lessons
and

Carols
"

Sunday,

December 4th
at 4:30 p.m.

Come celebrate this beloved tradition of scripture
readings, carols, and choral selections patterned after the
service from King’s College, Cambridge!

Special thanks to Automation, Inc. of East Granby
for their assistance in sponsoring this program.

Childcare available 3-6 p.m.

Trinity Music Series
Trinity Episcopal Church = 11 Church Street & Tariffville, CT 06081
Tel: 860.651.0201 % trinitychurch@trinitytariffville org % www trinitytariffville org

% A friendly Reminder to bring your holiday cookies for the

% Cookies and Punch Reception following the service. 0
% Thank You — The Music Commission &

&irﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁi&&&&&&irﬁi%ﬁﬁi&&&&&&iﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁi&ii&ifkﬁ»

5
%
;4
LAY %
;4
;4
;4



CHristmas WoRrsHIP ScHEDULE

December 24

Children’s Christmas Service

Holy Communion, a Short Message for Children
and Traditional Carols

Family Worship Service
Holy Communion, with Choirs and Traditional Carols

Festival Choral Eucharist

Sung Liturgy, Holy Communion, with the
St. Gregory Choir and Traditional Carols

December 25 CHRISTMAS DAY

9:00 am. Holy Communion
with a Short Message and Carols

2012 Sunday January 1
2 Services Only!  10:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.

POINSETTIA ORDERS & CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS

Each year we ask people to donate in the name of a loved one(s) towards the cost of the poinset-

tia plants and greens that are used to decorate the church for Christmas. You_may either pur-

chase a plant to take home after the last Christmas Service or just make a donation. Please fill out the form

below and indicate your choice then either mail it to the office or put it in the offering plate on Sunday. We
would appreciate a minimum donation of at least $17.00.
All requests must be received by Monday, December 6th

Please list the name(s) of your loved ones to be included in our Christmas bulletins
and enclose your contribution with this form.

Names of those to be Remembered:

Yes, | wish to purchase a plant and
take it home after Christmas

I do not want a plant, but will make
a donation toward the cost of the
Christmas Sanctuary Decorations

Donor’s Name Phone #




SUNDAY DECEMBER 18TH
ONE MORNING SERVICE =**
AT 10:00 AM |

- Celebrate the Rector’s 25th Anniversary of Ordination

- Renewal of Ordination Vows and Parish renewal of
Our Commitment to Christ

- Preacher: The Rt. Reverend Josiah Fearon,
Bishop of Kaduna Nigeria

- Music by the St. Gregory Choir and the Contemporary
Worship Team

- Parish Celebration Lunch after the service with
testimonies of how God is working in our parish family

*There will be Sunday school during this service.

*There will also be a 5:00 pm. service.

Family Reunion - Response Form
Please R.S.V.P. by Sunday Dec. 4th

Number Attending

E-mail address

Phone




“{‘& OUR HEALING
> MINVISTRY

Advent is a season of expectation. We are
looking forward to the birth of the special

child that embodies God's love and mercy for

all humanity. It is also a crazy busy time of
year filled with parties, gift buying,
celebration, cookie baking, and Christmas
card mailing.

In the midst of the happy chaos, | invite you
to join the Healing Ministry in our Annual
Service of Healing on

Tuesday, December 13th at 7pm.

This is a wonderful and reflective service for
anyone who wants to just take a breath and
pause during this busy time of year. Itis
especially lovely for people who may be
grieving a loss or facing challenges in the
middle of the holiday festivities. If you are
looking for a way to participate in the act of
expectation during Advent, this service is for
you.

Sarah

PRAYER
SHAWL
MINISTRY

There is not much to report but there is
yarn for anyone who wishes to start a
shawl.

Also, two of the deacons in the Diocese
are praying about starting a prayer shawl
ministry in our Diocese. One is our own
Deacon Liz and the other is Deacon Joan
Fittz.

Schedule of Healing Services

Anointing on 1% Sunday of every month
at all services

Thursday morning Healing Service
at 10:00 am
in the Chapel from September through June

Dec. 13th
Evening Service for Grief and Loss
during Advent Season

The Love That Lives

Every child on earth is holy,
Every crib is a manger lowly,
Every home is a stable dim.
Every kind word is a hymn
Every star is God’s own gem,.
And every town is Bethlehem,
For Christ is born and born again,
When His love lives in hearts of men.

W.D Dorrity, 1909




A Service of Healing of
Grief and Loss

TUESDAY EVENING
December 13, 2011 at 7:00 PM

The celebrant and preacher will be the Rev. Dr James Gilmore,

a retired priest in the Episcopal Church.
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Turning the pain of grief and loss into comfort and peace
during the holidays.
It will be a time of reflection, anointing and prayer at the altar rail,

similar to our Sunday morning services.

Please come and bring a friend

TS

and join us for this quiet, healing time.

“Come unto me, all ye that travail
or are heavy laden, and | will refresh you”
Matthew 11:28
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An Advent Examination of Conscience

“Let us not skip Advent on the way to Christmas. Arriving at Christmas Day
without having lived out one’s Advent would be like arriving at a birthday party without
having bathed or dressed up for the occasion. It would be like coming to the party
without a gift for the one Whose birth we are celebrating.

For truly, the only gift He wants, is our repentance and holiness of life.
The present to delight Him is to see the wonderful change in us when we arrive.”

An examination of conscience is a way to hold ourselves accountable before God and each other
for living in a way that is true to our intent. It encourages Christians to reflect upon their lives,
as a stepping stone to living a more virtuous life. It is a beautiful way to get the most
out of this time of Advent in preparation for welcoming Jesus at Christmas.

God and Me Self

*Am | open to his love? *Do | see myself as worthwhile?

Do | spend time in prayer (conversation) with God? *Do I take care of myself?

Do | allow him to shepherd my life? Do I trust him?  <Do | recognize and use my gifts? (Stewardship)
*Do | accept his forgiveness?

*Am | trying to see God in the events of the day?

*Do | carve out time for God on Sunday and _ _

participate in Worship? Family (Vocation)

*Do I avoid problems instead of addressing them?
*Does my family have the rightful place in my life

Others, Job, Society (time, priority)?

Do | affirm others (spouse, children, family,
Do | affirm others and point out their gifts? co-workers, neighbors)?
*Do | work towards justice and peace in my daily Do I listen to others?
dealings with others? *Do | give love and accept love?
*Do | defend and protect the sacred gift of human life?  «Does my vocation help to bring good to others?
*Does my conversation build or destroy others? *Do | honestly work at my vocation in life?
*Have others become my god? Have | been faithful to my vows?

*Are pettiness and unhealthy competition in my life? *Am | willing to forgive?
Do | judge others and put them down?

*Do | use my life to help others, to love them, to bring

Christ to them?

*Am | aware of the unrest, war, injustice, poverty that

plagues our world? Have | done anything to alleviate

this darkness?



WELCOME to our Newest Training Chob
Member: Alice

CHORISTERS’ PRAYER
an

CD Ms. Clement-Training Choir Director, below with her assistant Krista and

the rest of the Training Choir, Allison and Caitlin.
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Summer Music Program

Let’s Sing had to be canceled but
Let’s Ring was a lot of fun. Seen
here is the older division but earlier
in the day the first graders had
hands on ringing which turned into
a parents/children ring-along.
Parents and children had a great
time— and learned a little about bell
ringing, too! The sessions wouldn’t
have been complete without one of
their all time favorite activities—
snack and fellowship.

The Adult Summer Music
Workshops brought in a
couple of new singers and
some of our current members
took advantage of the extra
sessions on the History of
Notation, Basis Theory, Sight—
singing and \oice lessons.

Below, Jane Martin (right)
demonstrates to Jayne
Kingston some techniques of
good breath control.

There was an interest for these
workshops to be held again
next summer. So you can
brush up on your music basics
and feel prepared to join one
of the choirs next fall.

Sing a joyful noise unto
the Lord!




file Yo'
parenting - a8, -
teenagers

COMING IN
JANUARY

HERE AT TRINITY

THE
PARENTING TEENAGERS
COURSE

Starting Monday

January 23rd, 2012
6:30 - 8:30 pm.

Dinner is included! \

Watch for more details to come!

¥ | K.L.T. Ministry & Young Adult Group Fe

~

LASAGNA DINNER INVITATION

When: Monday, December 27, 2011, Dinner at 6:00 p.m.
Where:  The Lavallee’s house, 15 Hayes Road, Tariffville, CT 06081
Bring?:  Yourselves with a story or two
Come and share a meal with us, we would love to hear about all you are doing.
Please RSVP by December 20" so we know how much to cook.

We’ll have some games to play and lots of great conversation.

Can’t wait to see you! Geri & Moe Lavallee (860)651-4232 or MCLAVALLEE@AOL.COM
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Youth Group s Annual

“few Year's Eve laser Tag *”*

Join us New Years Eve (December 31st) for a fantastic game of tag using infrared
beams! We will meet at Trinity Church at 3:00 and arrive back there by 9:30. We
will be driving to the Laser Quest location in Newington. The cost for the night is
just $30 (non-refundable). We really need to have the money and permission form
in early as it will fill up quickly! Please invite any and all of your friends to come.

With questions or concerns or for more forms call Nicole Dalto at
860-217-0755 or e-mail at ndalto@trinitytariffville.org

Permission forms & payments MUST be received by Thurs. Dec. 15th!

Laser Tag Permission Release Form

| give permission for to attend the Laser Tag Event on December
31, 2011 with Trinity Episcopal Church. I will not hold Trinity Church or any of its agents
responsible for any injury occurring upon or by during the above stated

event, outside of gross neglect. | release to the agents of Trinity Church the right to have
treated medically if the need arises. | understand that the agents of
Trinity Church will make every attempt to contact me.

Signed Date

Printed Name

Address

Phone Number cell Number

Insurance Policy Company/Number

Insurance Policy Holder

Emergency Phone Number

Allergies/Medications
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Trinity’s Youth Ministry

Merry Christmas from the Youth Group!

Youth Group has been an amazing and growing force. With each and every new
meeting | can see the love of God being spread through our students and leaders.
As the Holidays approach and our hearts are filled with joy | am pleased to announce that :

in January, the Middle School Youth Group will begin to include the 6™ grade.

Coming up in Youth Group:
In preparation for the busy holiday season we will be having a

Family Youth Group on December 18" 6:30 - 8:00 pm.

For all youth group ages, grades 7 - 12! Parents and siblings are welcome to join us as we take a
moment off from the chaos of the Christmas season and grow together in Christ’s love

There is no Youth Group on Christmas...but you probably already knew that one.

While Jesus is at the center of all of our Christmas traditions there is still one other tradition
that gets a lot of attention. Gifts. So this year as we are making our Christmas gift wish
list please consider putting your faith at front of that list. It’s not too early to begin to
think about our end of the school year trips. The ability to join in on our YG Retreat
and Mission Trip this year makes for an amazing gift.

Blessings, Nicole Dalto

%@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@
( Thank You! Thank You! Thank You!

o),

o On behalf of our youth, I would like to thank all of our Trinity parishioners who helped us during the
month of October with our Pumpkin Patch fundraiser. Every year | am continuously touched by the
o many people who give of their time, and talents to help with our Pumpkin Patch project; along with
% the many families that have chosen to return to the patch year after year to purchase their pumpkins.
% This year for the very first time we have been recognized by United eae: -
) States Postal Service with a hand delivered letter to us at the patch, i s v 37 T
addressed to The Great Pumpkin! A little girl sent us a note stating '
she felt it was time to write to us and hoped we were doing well,
o along with a request for a small toy to be sent to her by mail, because
() she would not be able to sit at the patch and wait. | sent her a small
() toy with the pumpkin prayer.
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@ October was a month that presented itself with beautiful weather right up into the last weekend
@ where we were hit with a record setting snowstorm that will be remembered for sometime. Despite
@ the fact of loosing our best sale days of our fundraiser, we had another successful year with our sales
@ totaling $17,753.00, that is $570.00 MORE than last year! This has yielded a profit of $6,143.25.
© This money will be used to help support our youth mission trip for 2012, and your support is no
© small part to our annual success. Thanks so much for helping! God Bless You All!

Nancy Osborne & Nicole Dalto
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# W A Wonderful Message From Max Lucado
®

Dear Friend,

D Do any of these words describe you? Hurried. Scattered. Stuffed. Forgetful.
A\ Busy. Packing. Behind. Broke. If they do, you aren't alone. Christmas is our
. annual reminder of why Santa takes the sleigh rather than the interstate and how

CHURCH SCHOOL AT TRINITY the mall got its name.

For some, however, this time of year brings more than hassle...for some it brings heartache. Many use words
like these to capture their Christmas feelings: alone, discouraged, depressed, angry, hurt. For some, the sight
of happy children is a reminder of a vacant crib. The busy social schedule of some only highlights the empty
calendar of others. Images of families together reinforces the pain of families apart.

This season can be challenging. If you're looking forward to December 26th more than December 25th, then
I've got a story for you to consider. I'd like you to consider God’s invitation to one of the key characters of
Christmas: Mary.

“Do not be afraid,” the angel told her, “for you have found favor with God. And behold you will
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name Him Jesus.” ...Mary said to the angel,
“How can this be since I am a virgin?” The angel answered and said to her, “The Holy Spirit will
come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; and for that reason the holy
child shall be called the Son of God.” (Lk. 1:30, 31, 34, 35)

Mary could have spun and run, but she didn’t. Here is what she did. Perhaps with a prayer, no
doubt with a gulp, she replied, “Behold the bondslave of the Lord; may it be done to me according
to your word.” (Lk. 1:38)

And so it was.

And so Christ was born.

And so we have to wonder. What was that like?

To have God within you. To have the Maker of the Universe reside inside you. To sense his moving, nudging
and elbowing and think, “Divinity is stirring within me!” What was it like?

The answer is closer than you might imagine.

God gives you the same offer He gave Mary: the supernatural deposit of His son in your life. Scripture
declares: Jesus lives in His children.

“Christ in you the hope of glory.” (Col. 1:27)
“Those who obey His commands live in Him and He in them.” (I Jn. 3:24)

Take note of the precious preposition “in.” Christ isn’t just near you or for you or with you; he longs to be in
you. God offers you the same Christmas gift he gave Mary-- the indwelling Christ. Christ grew in her until he
came out. Christ will grow in you until the same occurs. Christ will come out in your speech, in your actions,
in your decisions. Every place you live will be a Bethlehem and everyday you live will be a Christmas. You,
like Mary, will deliver Christ into the world.

A fetus in Mary, a force in you. He will do what you cannot do. Wasn’t this the promise of Jesus?

The same hand that pushed the rock from the tomb can shove away your discouragement. The same power
that stirred the still heart of Christ, can stir your flagging faith. The same strength that put Satan on his heels
can, and will, defeat Satan in your life. The same power which brought Christ into Mary’s world, will bring
Christ into your world.
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TRINITY’S CHRISTMAS PAGEANT.......Will be held on
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11" 2011 during the 10:30 a.m. service.

This time of celebration WILL INCLUDE ALL OF OUR CHILDREN in the Sunday School.
We invite everyone to be with us again as we recapture that joyous moment when Jesus
became man.

The REHEARSAL for the Pageant will be on

Saturday, December 10" beginning at 9:30 a.m.
Letters will be going out with more information and scheduling.

ALL CHILDREN & THEIR FAMILIES PARTICIPATING IN THE
PAGEANT SHOULD BE AT THE REHEARSAL.

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS.

Again please contact me if there is a problem at 860-233-4481, 860-653-4641 or at
Iboehm@ctdiocese.org.

There will be NO Scheduled Children’s Chapel for the month of December.

THERE WILL BE NO CHURCH SCHOOL CLASSES ON
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25"
OR
SUNDAY, JANUARY 1°7




Comingin 2012
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Unfreeze Your Mind, Warm Your Heart
and
Ignite Your Faith!

Session 1: Creation vs. Evolution / How Can | Choose?
Session 2: Is Harmony Between Science and Scripture Really Possible?

Session 3: What Do | Really Believe? (A Worldview Self-Assessment)

When: Saturday, January 21st (Snow Date: January 28th)

Where: Trinity Episcopal Church, Tariffville
Time: 8:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Speakers: Jane Martin and Chas DeSiena

Includes: Continental Breakfast and Pizza Lunch

Admission: Free!

Please Register: (for planning purposes only)

860-651-0201 or trinitychurch@trinitytariffville.org

Please join us and bring your questions !



Trinity Church Prayer Calendar for December 2011

Dear Lord, may the true meaning of Christ’s birth surround us at this season.
May our days be guided by the simple truth of a baby, born on earth, to change
us all: and may the dark cold days of winter be warmed by your light.

December 4

December 11

December 18

December 25

Lord Jesus, we thank you for the gift of music, and for the dedication, talents
and hard work of our choirs and musicians. We give thanks for all they do to
enrich our lives and lift our spirits each week. Be with all our musicians as
they perform in celebration of this glorious season.

We pray also for those who visit our church during this Christmas season, that
their hearts may be touched by this glorious reminder of your birth.

“Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere; go tell it on the
mountain that Jesus Christ is born.” African-American spiritual, 1865

We pray for our families and all our loved ones. Watching the children of
Trinity perform the Christmas pageant reminds us of the miracle of the
Nativity, and so we give thanks for all those whose hard work brings us this
yearly reminder of your gift.

The holidays bring many memories that can be joyful or painful, and so we lift
up into your healing light all those who have suffered loss. We pray that
Trinity’s service for healing of grief and loss will bring comfort to all those
who are lonely, sad, or hurting.

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.” Matthew 5:4
As we celebrate with Father Tom the 25™ anniversary of his ordination, we
give thanks that you called and equipped him for the work of ministry.

Thank you, Lord, for the dedication, leadership and teaching that he has
brought us over the years. We ask for your blessing and empowerment and
grace on him as he continues to serve you.

“Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send? And who will
go for us?’ And | said, ‘Here am I. Send me!””* Isaiah 6:8
We reflect on the miracle of the high and mighty Creator of the universe who

humbled himself to be born as a helpless baby, as we ourselves are born.

Son of God, child of Mary, born in a stable in Bethlehem, be born in us again
this day that through us, the world may know the wonder of your love.

“The Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory.”
John 1:14



Sunday:

Tuesday:

Wednesday:

Thursday:

Saturday:

WinTer

Storm Closing Anhouncements

If we need to cancel any programs due to bad weather:

If there is sufficient notice before the office closes we will leave a
message on our introductory Voice Mail.

or

Tune into Channel 3 WSFB
and watch for our announcement on the scrolling bottom of the screen.

CALENDAR OF WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

7:45, 9:00, and 10:30 am. and 5:00 pm. Worship Services
Children’s Sunday School - 10:15 am.

Adult Sunday School - 10:15 am.

Meadowbrook Nursing Home Service - 1:30 pm.

Middle School Youth Group - 4:30 - 6:00 pm.

Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group - 6:30 - 8:00 pm.

Tuesday Morning Bible Study — 10:00 am.
Contemporary Choir Rehearsal - 7:00 pm.

Holy Communion - 7 am in the Chapel, followed by a Fellowship Breakfast
Training Choir: 5:15-6:00 pm.
Junior Choristers: 5:45 - 6:30 pm.

“BT”” Choir— Teen and Senior Choristers 6:45 - 7:45 pm.

Men’s Bible Study - 7:00 pm. in the Library

Eucharist and Healing Service — 10:00 am.
St. Gregory Choir Rehearsal — 7-8 pm. Lessons & Carols practice 8-9

St. Elizabeth House Ministry — contact Evelyn Golden at 651-4911
AA Meetings - 6:30 -10:00 p.m.
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11
13
18
20

27
31

MEETINGS AND EVENTS

7:00 K.I.T. Ministry Christmas Mailing Assembly in the Library
9am. -12noon  Lessons & Carols Dress Rehearsal

4:30 pm. Service of Nine Lessons & Carols

7:00 pm. Healing Commission Meeting

9am. -4 pm. Lifeline Screening

9:30 am. Pageant Dress Rehearsal

12:30 pm. Lunch in the Park

10:30 am. Christmas Pageant

7:00 pm. Service of Healing of Grief and Loss

FAMILY REUNION SERVICE 10:00 AM. 5:00 pm. Service will also be held.
7:30 pm. Vestry Meeting

f: a1l 4:00 p.m.  Young Children's Christmas Service

ﬁ% Saturday the 24" CHRISTMAS EVE
Jpe ﬁ

6:00 p.m.  Family Worship Service

= 9:00 p.m.  Festival Choral Eucharist

sunday the 25" CHRISTMAS MORNING

9:00 a.m. A Short Message and Carols
5:00 p.m.  No Service

6:00 pm. Lasagna Dinner at Lavallee’s for K.I.T & Young Adults
3:00-9:30 pm.  Laser Tag

2012

Sunday January 1 2 Services Only! 10:30 am. and 5:00 pm.
ANNUAL MEETING - Sunday January 29" after the 10:30 am. service
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