
"Almighty and everliving God, ruler of all things
in heaven and earth, hear our prayers for this
parish family. Strengthen the faithful, arouse
the careless, and restore the penitent. Grant us
all things necessary for our common life, and
bring us all to be of one heart and mind within
your holy Church; through Jesus Christ our

Lord.

Amen."
Collect for the Parish , BCP 817

Personal Concluding Thoughts

Sermon Notes: "Becoming the Body of Christ"
Exodus 17.1-7, Ephesians 4.1-16, Matthew 12.46-50

Sunday Nov. 6, 2016

"But what does it say? 'The word is near you, on your lips and
in your heart' (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim)."

~Romans 10.8



"Becoming the Body of Christ"

Each graduating class from VTS gets to
design their own class pectoral cross. My
classes' cross is a symbol of many reeds
bound together by a Trinity knot. The
meaning behind it reflects the church:
The Body of Christ is only the church
because we are bound together in Christ.
The church isn't about perfection, but
it's all about being inseparable.

Only 43 percent of
adults who say they
are christians are

"absolutely
committed to the
christian faith."

Mark Dever

"The church is primarily a body of people who
profess and give evidence that they have been saved
by God's grace alone, for his glory alone, through
faith alone, in christ alone."

Mark Dever

What came up in the sermon that you were surprised at? Did anything in the
sermon speak directly to you, personally?

Relationships bring friction at times, but that's how we grow. A
proverb found in a fortune cookie reads, "If two people agree on
everything, everytime; one of them is unnecessary."

What are some things that commonly cause friction or division between
Christians?

Why do these things tend to separate Christians? What does it take to bring
them back together?

Read 1 Corinthians 1.10-17

Relationships are based on love, as well as trust. Love binds us together
because it sugarcoats nothing, but makes everything worth it.

What does Paul appeal to the
Corinthians to do?

What attitude does the statement "I
follow Paul" or "I follow Apollos"
express? What are some examples Paul
gives of this?

The Corinthians were wrongly attaching themselves to one Christian leader or
another at the expense of the church's unity. Read Phil. 1.15-18; 1 Thess. 5.12-13;
Heb. 13.7, 17; 3 John 5-8. How should we relate to Christian leaders?

"Christianity is a corporate matter, and the
Christian life can be fully realized only in
relationships to others."

What are some ways that you can seek to build unity in your church? Give specific
examples.

How do you think your contribution to the church's growth would be affected if
you weren't a member of the church you regularly attend?

People who do not go to church are adored by God, but rarely do they meet anyone
who loves God back.

~adapted from Anne Lamont, Plan B: Further Thoughts on Faith
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